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and it’s gone quickly.” That’s what a Pitt County pastor told
reporters Thursday. Pastor Dan Hurley didn’t elaborate on the
church’s finances, but he did express frustration at being one
of the targets of a federal indictment charging members of
the Sovereign Grace Ministries church in North Carolina with
money laundering and tax fraud. And on Wednesday, the
federal government charged a member of a wealthy
congregation in Memphis that worshipped at the same church
as Sovereign Grace with money laundering, tax evasion and
failure to file tax returns. Both congregations are part of the
so-called “emerging church” movement, which includes
highly successful megachurches like Hillsong Church in
Sydney, Australia, and the Toronto mega-church, LifeWay
Christian Resources. (Full disclosure: I’ve attended Hillsong
over a dozen times.) While the movement is marked by
exuberance and success, some church leaders warn that it is a
movement built on shaky ground, which can crumble quickly
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if a church gets in over its head. “We’re a very passionate
church that wants to know God and be in relationship with
him,” said the Rev. Tracy Oliver, senior pastor at Grace
Fellowship Church in Nashville, Tennessee. “But we are
struggling with integrity issues.” Oliver is not speaking for his
congregation, but for an entire movement, a subject she has
written about in a new book, “The Apostolic Movement,” out
this month. “It’s a movement of being genuine, authentic,
transparent, transparent, transparent, being transparent,”
Oliver said. “If you’re not transparent, if you’re not authentic,
if you’re not transparent and you’re not being transparent, it’s
going to catch up with you.” 2d92ce491b
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